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Spain; it has not itself grown into the Residencia or into any of
the other bodies created through its influence, though it has
been the cause of their growth. It never possessed a definite
system of education which could be introduced by decree
throughout the country. It has been, rather, a prolonged ex-
periment, perpetually going on; a direction, an aim, a tendency;
a reform which is never finished, "a perpetual example of the
most daring educational principles faced by practical reality*'.
It is not" anti-God "; yet it does not take its orders from Rome.
Like the Society of Friends, it will always be a minority; but for
fifty years it has been the most active ferment of renewal, the
most important door through which modern thought could
penetrate into Spain.

Let us examine Cossfo's "day's work" in education, from one
end of the scale to the other, from the university to the
elementary school Needless to say, he has never been im-
pressed by the devout philistinism which proclaims illiteracy to
be a state of grace, and more particularly a saving grace of the
Spanish people. Illiteracy, as he knew, is no more a defence
against a tendencious press than inaccessibility is against oratory
or broadcasting. His lecture at the Athenaeum makes that quite
clear. But he saw that educational reform in Spain should begin
at the top; the *'governing classes" were relatively more
ignorant than the governed, and the politicians and political
journalists more in need of education than the people.

The urgent problem confronting us to-day (Cossfo wrote in
1879) is to avoid the melancholy spectacle of young men who reach
the universities without knowing how to listen, or think, or say what
they think.1

Since these words were written, the spirit of the Spanish
universities has been gradually transformed. The fell of the
dictatorship (which prepared the way for that of the mon-
archy) was in a great measure the work of university men;
while attempts to spread fascism among the students have
so far failed. The philosophical attitude originally known as

1 De su Jornada, 16.
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